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25X1A Lo ___|tac snipment of graip fiom storage areas to consumer
arta® Slaycd penind schecule vecause of trunasportation cifficulties
a8 2 cesull wills in some areas where groin wus needed were forced Lo
iose cown compictily. oince snipments of groin from imports continued
Lo arrive, quantitics of gruin piled up in the large sterage silos; old
slocds had not yet been removea rrom tne silos, ana there was no space
for storing imports. In Lostock wussian snips were forced to lay
over in Lne narver lonser than usual because there was no room in the
«08eaek 2ilos Jor tneir grzin, i
This resulted in a great loss of money. sn investigation to cetermine wie
wa8 fcgponsible was initiated,

}.,L_; ‘

Z. In Lecembery procurement {irfuscung), as is usual in the winter, was
coacentratee on iivestock, as 4 result of measures tuken to round up
livestock, nore cattle were collected tnan could be transpori.ec to ithe
abattoir for slaugntering. large quarntiities of livestock aceumuluted
a4t 51l saipping peints. beliveries to tne slaugnter nouses were also
irregular, winicn resulted in ifticulties and more losses,

3. Poiasto stocks on awnd in December will last until 8] March 1653, on the
basis of a ration of 124 kilograms of potatoes per perscn.  otocks at the
veaB were ot sufficient, nowever, to assure fulfillment of promised
deliveries Lo plants of tae potulo processing industry {starch and dshydrating
plunts) and to meel, bne tolal demund for the second guarter of 1953, 1
Lluce AU was impossiovle to deliver potatoes ygsause or weather conaition%ﬁ and L
contracts wore signed with proaucers wio Hdd not yet rultiliea thear reguirements,
ine resules of Lmis measure were not adeguate, however, ana every possible
amctaou was used Lo wet tne last of tne potutoes from large farmers (gross-
baeuriic.:e setriebe), Large furmers were not getting the price waicn the
potatoes were worth; for gatinp potatoes tuey were paid the price of
incusirial polatoes, about one nalf tue price of eatinz potutoes.

el Lo vemsnus of consuners and to fuifill exportsytne vro egsing

gpecially tne starch factories,|of East Germamy, had tv process .
jia »ic tons of polatoes by tine and of 1952, Ualy 180.000 metric
tons of industrial potatoes were celivered, nowev.r, so tnat a deficit
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of 120;000 tons remelned.

The vegetable situation becu:® vorse in Decomnder. and the siviliam population
continued to be campletely without vegstables. Swall quantitiss on hend at the
VEAE had to be used for apecial consumers: the Ministry of the Inteoior (the
national army), the Dienat fuer Deutschland, and the Russiarp Army of Oesupation.
Not encugh wegetable stocks were on hand tc aatisfy the demands of thees aspecisd
cConsumners.

The entire procurement apparatus, the VEAE, is to B reorganized onge more. Om
15 December 1952 a large number of personnsl was fired. Disnissals were bmesad
to a great extent on politigcal afftliation, and ir the coursy of the reorgan-
ization non-Communist specialists (Nur-Fachireefts) were fired, sspecially
former NSDAP msmbers, formar officsrs, people who bad been priscrers in the
West and, of late, oven rormer Indepsndents. As & resul$, the lest remaining
agricultural experts are leaving the VEAB.
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